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Cast as Mother

An Introduction to Cast as Mother

In November 2010, Sri Lankan playwright, Ruwanthie de Chickera — after a hiatus of 5 years
where she paused her work in theatre in order to bring up her young children - invited 13 women
of the Sri Lankan stage to look at their experiences of motherhood through the lens of theatre.

Maintaining anonymous identities, for over a year, these artist mothers wrote about their families,
the education system, god, pediatricians, marriage, truth, forgiveness, their country and of course,
the theatre.

This process resulted in a 300-page bilingual manuscript of their collected writings, titled Passing
Stage.

Cast as Mother — is reading of sections of the Passing Stage manuscript. It was performed by
some of the women who had originally written for the Passing Stage project along with a collection
of guest artists. Since the Passing Stage manuscript was a collection of writing in both Sinhala
and English, Cast as Mother was also a bilingual performance and gathered together on one stage,
some of the most respected contemporary women artists of the Sinhala and English Theatres in Sri
Lanka.

Cast as Mother takes the audience through a dramatized experience of the Passing Stage writing
process, from the moment the idea was first discussed, through the seven writing tasks that the
13 women engaged themselves in, over one and a half years.

Cast as Mother, though only performed for one day, was critically acclaimed as an important
piece of theatre, in that it deconstructed and laid bare the topic of ‘Motherhood’ in a manner that
had not been previously done on the Sri Lankan stage.
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Reviews of Cast as Mother

“If motherhood in Asia, and especially in Sri Lanka, is one of the prototypical roles which frame
the lives of women, ‘Cast as Mother’ effectively explored the multidimensionality of the lives of
these women, irreducible to this single socially-sanctioned role.”

Harshana Rambukwella

“This is Ruwanthie’s signature style — searing, powerful but simple staging ideas, through
constant playfulness with dialogue (one calls to memory her play ‘Two Times Two is Two’ in
particular), relying solely on the power of the dialogue and the potency of the performer.”

Subha Wijesiriwardena

“Watching such a riveting performance as this makes one realize the dearth of meaningful, timely
and socially sensitive plays in Sri Lanka.”

Radhika Peiris

For more detailed insights on this play, including the back story about how it was made, an analysis of all its
design elements, its production video, soundtrack, publicity campaign, all press reviews and audience
comments, and more, please visit its production page on the Stages Theatre Group website www.stages.lk
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Cast as Mother

Characters Host 1 (Male)
Host 2 (Male)

Ensemble of women artists playing several roles

© 2020 Stages Theatre Group



Prologue

Transition 1

Transition 2

Transition 3

Transition 4

Transition 5

Cast as Mother

Scene Breakdown

An idea is born
The Passing Stage project

TASK ONE - LETTERS

Scene 1 Letter to my mother
Scene 2 Letter to Lord Buddha
Scene 3 First letter to my husband
Scene 4 Letter to my domestic
Scene 5 Letter to my child’s doctor
Scene 6 Letter to the principal
Scene 7 Letter to my daughter

TASK TWO - LISTS

Scene 8 Lists

TASK THREE — PHONE CALLS

TASK FOUR — SONGS AND STORIES

Scene 9  Action song about sex

TASK FIVE — QUESTIONS AND DECISIONS

TASK SIX - REVIEWS

Scene 10 Student assignment — play review
Scene 11 Kalumaali

TASK SEVEN — GROUP DISCUSSION
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Scene 12 Group Discussion

Interruption A child is missing
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First bell.

Cast as Mother
Prologue?

An idea is born

Five minutes pass.

Second bell.

Five minutes pass.

The House Lights are still on and Ruwanthie enters on to the bare stage. She sits down on the
apron and waits a moment.

Enter Nadie, from stage left. She is on the phone.

Nadie

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

@D @I...51..9BS5 A IBHL OO ¥5NG® O D HEEd
$6D...... IR B3 OB WO ... 35353 D% 6© OB
$15® 9850 8.45 D DB 23%) GBS D GeBIB) 0H82? 62076¢7H® 9
& 6e5IH @B D 1. Ruwa HOR) BABIB 5536%)....R9.....52
6% 38. N H®EANR DS & ... 6@mie exsS
DB 3053 D535 B3I, 2 B BB WOBIB OBIB BAGD.....
D1EH....298..298...2300 55 G0 QOB DBIB ...

- (finishing phone conversation and sitting down next to Ruwanthie). 2328 6193,
Qo B3O &?

: S BB, O e, — BBEBE DD DN Bz
Bec5)de? How much time can you give me?

- 40 minutes? Sorry machang. &0 881 @535 ey G1da.

: 3598 40? 58 20253 B30r.. DO DAE. Now don’t get scared ok...? |
wrote down some questions | want you to answer.

: Questions?

- 9O HEEEB) 9GRS, B 230 3D I3 EBBO GeBIB VE nBe?

11n this production, the play begins before the third bell rings. So it is important to usher in the crowd into their
seats by the second bell.
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Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie
Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie

Cast as Mother
: Ok. OK, right. I'm ready.

> So... What is the most recent play you watched?

. 68D DEYY 52056.... (thinks)... 625312983 8DEE53¢H Lionel Wendt 82
6353523 6D &35 3683 Eesa..

L pen) ... QD). RO, B OIS &B3@cS - with the kids. (pause) Ok — most
recent book you read?

. C®E B3y ©2315)... (thinks) &8 B35 AN..... BV 6DBIZEBonNE®. It's
a very nice children story machang.

: I know. Then... the latest film you watched?

: Kung Fu Panda! Machang! | watch that film more than ten times a day... ok!
(Bursts into laughter) ®c57 @0 52760587 6253?

LB BIL... BBNGOBIESS 51 . DD WRSBI®B)... VI G®E 539D BHEEO

23O BIR 6D 6@IBABI WGre ARS? In the last five years, were you
involved in any theatre productions?

: Machang.... Yes... ®3 ®&. Just last week. 3¢5 23253605 @@ 25005200
23@RDBIRD &H9.

: Really?? 6@202532 206E? @0 280D BE53 B1ANGSS..

. @6 95076@ 6@1555683I8 D6z 6215580 Dz BRI, | wrote the
press release Machan ... (they both laugh).

Sorry Machan. How were my answers to your questions $1®3?

: Perfect.

. It’s not perfect 31®a. It’s not perfect.
: Nadie this is superb!!
- (Surprised) It is?

5. 60 HE OO D570 GOEDBID WD WEE 62318 215 851D2O.

®6¢ RRED 6318) peentszs Benmd It’s atiny... tiny germ of an idea. |
want to write about this.

: About what?

10
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Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Nadie
Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Cast as Mother

: About this. About those answers you gave me. ®c53 &3 &6 535 0. 88SG

23290253 B3edeed D51 20505283 2SR B0t I also haven’t done anything in
five years. That’s after we became mothers, no Nadie? What about other people

like us? (Pause) Who else is there? 62 zde 9556253 :&? peed 52535360)...
. G2)9& 2329, Tracy?

: Kaushi! Tracy!! So is their experience the same... is it different?

: @@ BBBI65S... 2H160I@ 618 6DEI BBE O1d).

. Four people. Enough to start. 2058 62e®% #3860153 8055 ©BI®H
3DDLS 6® D1Ed). DSR. @B, ema® &, Deb8 &.

: Ok! Now... 620)26201@¢ 3053 D B36253.

- 28 B85 Bismr®a.

: About?

: B32%)53 8551, ®DYe?

. ROYB! B 153@ 230536 E) Machang. ® 236252 602D,
: @253 1153508 oS AL B8OBHBIBN. ..

: What?!! You have already started?

: Draft only. 820 B3@8 B@ ek 5365S. Vs 9edetsdR &z translate
2DOBIB.

. Sure...

' R 2183 BBHBIB 2702 248 22 E BB 29D 53 B3 30. 6®
De@ 35353 3.

. ©® 6290 B WEBHO.
: Ok. I am going to start the letter...How much time do you have?

: Now... (checks time) only 25 minutes machang, I’m sorry... this is going to be
difficult no?

: No... enough. Enough time. If we start now....

11
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Cast as Mother

Ruwa : (Reads out aloud while she is writing) Hi, I am writing to you because I think you
might be able to help me put together a play | have been thinking about for a
while...

Nadie : 6197 ©® 9B 250 WHEBIBE?

Ruwa gives a thumbs up. Nadie dials a number on her mobile phone.

Ruwa : (Continues writing) Since about 1994, my uncontested passion in life has been the
theatre. However, for the last four years, since my two children were born, | gave
up this passion and have been looking after them...

Nadie - 20637 )8 2236%.....6® Nadie

Kaushalya walks onto stage behind Nadie and Ruwanthie, She has a pile of clothes in her hands,
over her shoulder. She holds her phone between her shoulder and ear. She looks very stressed.

Kaushy : 2063772 O mE. . B3®), 9X©%O
Nadie . ®5) DR & 9BIGSS ?
Kaushy L B BVL... DENNWOBIB) ... 9WOBO...

Suddenly Kaushy rushes off stage yelling.

Kaushy #BeEN!! 6O DRI A2 2SEBIB De3). GesI®) 63353 D).
The line is cut abruptly.

Nadie laughs to herself. She then sits down by Ruwa and joins her in the writing.

Nadie . (Reading aloud what she is writing) 28 %6®J® ¢x3%®), ®dzx) J@
®5)HEO0%; DI.

Ruwanthie dials a number on her phone.
Ruwa : Tracy? Trace??
Tracy - (Yelling from the lights box). Here Ru!

Ruwanthie puts down her phone and squints up at the balcony.

Ruwa :(Incredulously) What are you doing there?
Trace . Lights. For a show.
Ruwa : Oh superb ! (looks at the audience and continues with her letter) What | want to

explore, through this play, is the particular experience of women like you and me

12
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Nadie

Cast as Mother

as we make our way through motherhood, against the backdrop of our experiences
in theatre.

: (On another call) Hello! Hello... DG 4z362...

Spotlight on Chamila onstage. She is getting her makeup done.

Chamila

Nadie

Chamila

Nadie

58, 90 YO D%
: DRI BZNIGAE?
. 6®e0, 29 €.

. (Returns to writing) &z 28352529 SO, 8DE2I 539005 2ERIGD
BEB) 6O 9535 DR IS0, 364® B55eR® G,
DD125)05, @ra53D S, ©aeh) BIBs De6ddDE i

280@1255365605 53 23@225608 BIEc525) DEDI288 2530 ABD pREH B3 D2
2EBIBO 242 2R3 4DERINGELS 2320 653D B 6@125De K65
©23265) B3O 6® 505 BE@re%05 EL S BIH #DEIs BAE?
BIGBLBIGH).

Malkanthi approaches Chamila.

Malkanthi

Chamila

: 29e?
: 58, B3R5 5200536525 D15).

Ruwanthie is on another call.

Ruwa

.. Dil?

Dilrukshi is singing a lullaby — only her voice is heard.

Ruwa
Dil

Ruwa

She hangs up.

Nadie

: Dill
- (very softly) Putting little one to sleep. Ruwa, can | call you back?

- Sure no prob. Sorry... sorry... sorry...

(Continues writing) ©d8z08 %3e3) 8 16@J0@ o6 B
23035123650 83@22) 3ENRGHI 1B 83@r236c8 B3 GBI 2DeTDID
G &wo.

13
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Cast as Mother

Ruwa . (Writing) Within the magic of theatre - its allowance for experimentation,
freedom, unconventionality etc... We have all experienced the space and the
potential to let our spirits grow and flourish...

Ruwanthie suddenly stop short.
Ruwa . Izhara!!

Nadie looks up, confused.

Nadie : Who is Izhara?
Ruwa . @o gnBIemS T® B)@)..... e lzara? 30D actress GBI
2153 5365} 531201 DBI KB,

She dials a number on her phone.

Izhara enters the stage pushing a trolly slowly across. She stops and answers her phone.

Izara . Hello? Who is this?
Nadie {(Writing) 200 2319 @820 W eOdBeE 6RI™E DREHZO
950053@ 23938, ORBS 28253, BEMEB,S, DE DS Doz

DE20 24D@) K55 DEBIS! 105D 6O B IS EIDBE 483
535253 ©253?

Nadie picks up her phone and dials a number. The phone rings, but no one answers.
Ruwa - 20208 25 WOBI65)?

Nadie : 5603390 OBIGSS. ...
The phone keeps ringing, and then stops.

Ruwa . (Returning to her writing) The sense of adventure, the courage to be
unconventional; the need to question and think; the sense of humour and wider
perspective...all these things which are essential for success in the theatre, are they
dangerous in motherhood?

Nadie . e0253288 S3eB) 21,

She looks at her phone.

Nadie . 6199, @535886® 55 missed call D225
14
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Cast as Mother

Ruwa ' @028 Bs@B! D570 5y 6§,
She dials.
Ruwa : 637, @538!

Enter Manjari holding a baby in her arms. She is walking across the stage in a frenzy.

Manjari . 6192 ®o......... R OB @Do.... 00 5551 Do, GOR) B30
8ede3D)..... Oo 2Ded Ge2NBR B 51137 B No...

Manjari keeps talking as she walks off stage.
Ruwanthie hands the phone to Nadie, who quietly listens as Manjari rambles on.

Ruwa : (Returns to writing) Through her child, through her husband/partner, through her
own family, through her support system, through educational institutions, religion,
the health system, her political choices — through all of this and much, much more,
the mother is pushed to a place of conformity, of safety, of sensibility.

And the actress? What happens to her?
Suddenly, an interruption from the audience.
Kishani : Excuse me?
Both Ruwa and Nadie look up. Kishani gets up from within the audience and walks up to the stage.
Kishani . | heard you were doing a play on motherhood and the stage?
I am Kishani. | used to act. Before the kids.

Ruwa : (Writing) The tools we have most naturally at our disposal are what theatre has
taught us about life, about humanity, about ourselves, and our deep individual
desire to understand the workings of this shift in our lives in order to gain insight,
for ourselves and for our audiences, into motherhood in modern society.

Nadie . 50 2951208 @55%De?

Ruwa : There is one person. But | am sure she will say no.

Nadie - Just try calling.

Ruwa :(calling) Sudeshna? Sudesh?? You remember me? It’s Ruwa... Um...Ruwanthie

... from campus...

Sudeshna appears onstage, backing the audience.

15
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Cast as Mother
Ruwa : What had you been up to Sudesh?
Sudeshna turns around. She is heavily pregnant.

The women all appear on stage one by one. In each of their hands is a letter that they are reading
silently. They are in different states of mind as they enter — some distracted, some tired, some
impatient.

Nadie continues reading aloud from the letter.

Nadie . BYE, OB 18D, BoBWBIDS, @G89 B, EIG3IBEEH, SN 24
231® GEEWOHMO 8@12560 B3IB® HBEWHS BODO™GLS BERed
RBB} €35 DERBIMIBS, 955 3edees &f B3 FR® e cdRr Doz O
) 535 QFEE® B T 3E 8N BN BIBMSS 88 DF163I6EIBIBY
CRVAIINN

The women have all formed a line alongside Nadie and Ruwanthie.

They all look up from reading their letters, at the same time. They look straight at the audience.
They look ready for the challenge.

Third Bell.

Blackout.

16
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Cast as Mother

Transition 1

The Passing Stage project

Enter Host 1 and Host 2.

Host 1

Host 2

Host 1

Host 2

Pause.

Host 1

Host 2

Host 1

Host 2

Host 1

: Good evening, Ladies and Gentlemen. It is with great pleasure that we welcome
you to this evening's programme - a reading from the unpublished manuscript, the
Passing Stage.

As you may already know, the purpose of today’s programme is to mark an
important milestone in a theatre project, where 13 women of the English and
Sinhala stage in Sri Lanka, were brought together to write about their experiences
of motherhood, against the backdrop of their experiences in the theatre. This group
wrote for one-and-a-half years, and a manuscript of 300 pages of writing was
produced.

: Tonight, we like to present to you a selection of readings from this unpublished
manuscript.

: The readings will take place in English and Sinhala - and today’s line up will last
approximately one and a half hours, without an interval.

: We hope you enjoy the show.

: S0... as you just saw, the group had been gathered, and were ready to start writing.

: Except that they didn’t know they were a group. Or at least no one knew who else
was in the group. 2B’ GEEHR 6O 16D BIDHIR 6DEI HBIED
OB 1B OGN B BB 65 e BB 3a.

:Yes, because of the sensitive nature of the material and the honesty that was
required, the project’s success depended on the anonymity of its writers. @® project

D20 BENO2 MBIz 6ned. Anonymous email accounts were
created.

. 28353 Bc5ey Bgs® DR 3 22532853 W6 Byt
Not even those who led the group, knew who submitted what actually.

: Now, I wouldn’t mind being part of something like that.

17
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Cast as Mother

Host 2 takes out a bunch of envelopes.

Host 1

Host 2

What’s that?

: 60D DBB B®) DEd) 9edesGnD WEe®® Bed. BIe® asIcsres
)72 . The entire writing process moved forward through this mechanism.
Tasks. Tasks that were sent out to the women. During the 1 Y2 years, there were 7
tasks that were given to the group.

Host 2 opens the envelope in his hand and reads from it.

Host 1

Host 1

TASK ONE: Letters...

: Right. ¢ 38 836® 258c51282® 05255 35253 9883753 2S535)

8%)). Tonight we will be sharing with you five out of the seven writing tasks.
TASK ONE was LETTERS.

Let me see that ..

Host 1 takes the letter and reads out loud.

Host 1

Host 2

Host 1

Host 2

Host 1

Host 2

Host 1

Host 2

Host 1

Host 2
26192663

Host 1

‘Remember writing letters? Now all we seem to have time for are snappy emails
and texts.’

: B3® BIOB B 91680 DBE.
: Think about writing to....your mother or father...
... BDHBB) OB Brs:r®) BBEEI GG ¢dDeenT 83530 ...

> ...Your husband or partner ...

... 906@ 88em 623902510, BB DEH®15) 623050 ...

. ...Your mother-in-law or father-in-law ...

... Q%055 DenB3eedD, 6edwn s’ DenrIeedd, ¥EE) 62Dk, HBse
cedenzd e Bed /B eIEH 6edss DB dend®
62d6230. ..

. ...An unmarried young actress or an unmarried old actress...

.26 H60® 6dEmr REWBZE DGHIO BN VDG
372363 DNFSB S%IO. ..

. ...Your child’s pediatrician...

18
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Cast as Mother

Host 2 L. @mBi®mciesl  office DX 6ERIDIO, BB
ONBIB516E; 639DBSO 60T 323DD%YID...

Host 1 . ...Your domestic help ...

Host 2 L. 51O D58z E RROA. ...

Pause.

Host 1 : The group got off to a good start with letters. @328 22 3€ 6O cenz 53

@25 Bgg® OO DB BBE BYM?.

Host 2 : They actually wrote over sixty letters in response to this first task.
But tonight, we read you seven.

Exit Host 1 and Host 2.

19
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Characters

Setting

Cast as Mother
TASK ONE - LETTERS
Scene 1

Letter to my mother

A daughter

A mother

A phone conversation

Two chairs on the stage. A woman (Daughter) enters and sits on one of them. She faces the
audience. She reads from a letter.

Daughter

: Mother, 1 am a mother and a wife, just like you. | never knew that being a mother
would be like this. You never let me... You should have told me that | was going to
lose some very important things in life. My passions, the beauty of relationships,
my precious leisure, looks, my madness...

| know I am making far less mistakes than you did as a parent. But you have never
once, not once, told me that I am doing well as a mother. Rather with every glance,
every word, you make me feel like | have failed as a parent.

| often wonder at how you keep from telling me that you are proud of me. | have

tolerated thousands of things which you would not have tolerated as a wife or a
mother...But you have never praised me.... You could have taken me out for tea,
talked with me, looked into my eyes and told me that you couldn’t believe how I
tolerate all this shit.

| am sorry, but | just hate that.

Can we not talk about something else other than the importance of nutritious food
for the kid, her school homework, saving money, my husband’s shortcomings?

It is strange that parents don’t become children’s favorite people. You have made
me realize that there is a big difference between “like” and “love”. I need my
daughter to like me....

I never enjoyed spending time with you.

You always switched on a torch and directed it towards my life.

20
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Cast as Mother

Please understand that I have things to hide from you mother. | have things to hide
from you...

| am indebted to you for all the support you are giving me to raise my child. If it
were not for you, | would have been stuck in the house with her.

Please don’t burden me with the insecurities you are suffering with.

Let the child be hungry, get injured, stay up till midnight, watch bad cartoons,
swear...... Don’t react in surprise and turn to me wearing THAT expression on your
face.

Has my child become a weapon for you to beat me with? :

Please tell me, even once, that | am a good parent and | am managing things well.
It's so strange ....

The Daughter crumples and throws away the letter she just read out loud.

Another older woman (Mother) walks onto the stage and sits on the other chair. She slowly picks
up a phone and dials a number. The Daughter picks up the letter she just threw away, un-crushes
it. Then she picks up her phone as well..

Daughter : Mother,

Mother : | am a mother and a wife, just like you...

Daughter . I never knew that being a mother would be like this.

Mother  You never LET me...

Daughter > ...You should have told me that I was going to lose some very important things
in life. My passions...

Mother . ...the beauty of relationships,

Daughter . ... my precious leisure,

Mother looks at Daughter.

Daughter . ... my madness... | know I am making far less mistakes than you did as a parent.
But you have never, not once, told me that I am doing well as a mother. Rather...

Mother . ...With every glance, every word, you make me feel like | have failed as a parent.
Daughter . | often wonder at how you keep from telling me that you are proud of me.
Mother . | often wonder at how you keep from telling me that you are proud of me.

21
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Daughter
Mother

Daughter

Mother

Daughter
Pause.
Mother

Daughter

Mother
Pause.
Daughter

Mother

Daughter
Mother

Daughter

Mother

Daughter
Mother
Daughter
Mother

Daughter

Cast as Mother
. | have tolerated thousands of things which you would not have tolerated as a wife
. ...as a mother...:

: But you have never praised me.... You could have taken me for a tea, talked with
me, looked into my eyes and told me that you couldn't believe how I tolerate all this
shit.

: 1 am sorry, but I just hate that. Can we not talk about something else other than
the importance of nutritious food for the kid, her school homework, saving money?

: my husband’s shortcomings?

: It is strange that parents don’t become children’s favorite people.

: It is strange that parents don’t become children’s favorite people. You have made
me realize that there is a big difference between “like” and “love”.

: I need my daughter to like me...

. I never enjoyed spending time with you.

: You always switched on a torch and directed it towards my life. Please understand,
please understand that | have things to hide from you...

: Mother!
. ...1 have things to hide from you.

: I am indebted to you for all the support you are giving me to raise my child. If it
were not for you, | would have been stuck in the house with her.

: Please don’t burden me with the insecurities you are suffering with. Let the child
be hungry...

- Get injured!

- Stay up till midnight...!

‘Watch bad cartoons! Swear!

: Don’t react! In surprise and turn to me wearing THAT expression on your face.

: Has my child become a weapon for you to beat me with?

22
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Cast as Mother
Pause.
Mother : Please tell me, even once, that | am a good parent and | am managing things well.
Mother cuts the call.
Daughter sighs.

Daughter . (to herself) It’s so strange ..

23
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Characters

Setting

Cast as Mother
Scene 2

Letter to Lord Buddha

Two women

At a temple

Two women walk on to stage. They are on two sides of a temple. They cannot see each other. But
they hear each other. They strive hard to figure out to whom the other voice belongs, but neither
can find out as they are both circling the temple at the same time.

Woman 1

Woman 2

L 21288008 33BN, Do DS 21@B3em53 BB VDO 53O BSEI
DNEBIB), D63 @550 VD DB OB VOB @) &5IHD).
RO 6® DS 288983 DK D 9B @ H PHBG BINIED.
83612610535 3138 @253 V€O @o 2D 22D%5 VDD L3653 DI6®H )
51, OO0 RO eBBIexs’ 301 Bednenmn), BHRLS D8,
D28 BB BHS® PERO%T, ©283651650® BIBms @S B3
$2ERF5 BHS1EB60ER 18BOR... @D 1EBHD) DD FHZ QEss
®7 8 DRI 9BIB) DO, &) B3DI6®B), OKBBHBIO S1® DRI
Bs5) 6® 33880 BHBBDEE SNEDE 6@65HE WEBIB BBE) D
®0 216305 OB DOXS....

: 838! @0 28, 99 K@D G 6250I® @16E eGP 3D
OO DEHB O ... 8D DO DEBIB @o WOEIDBS D52
BSEI £B365) 31, 398 ©ID) 9B B)EDSI 1, e’ D5 9edeIGEE
2816292 @135169 D18E1. BEeDH BeB&H 6l AENIOOD Bk B3€§
2398)® 35383 Bena® dx5Iem WEBB 6w 8015 EBBEGCDR.
QBB® Je9Ses, FEHO GRAIRCE.... 28 DKGSHS. 2153 V66 20 6’53
2025 G20 B DEBIB 57 g2 e’ DR BEEIRK BerKI6x53
BSEI. DB BEe:I131¢6e15 6@1me 6015565 BRI DB O6!SS
IV

R530 6O FI $5) VD @O eB3HD).
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Woman 1

Woman 2

Cast as Mother

®® ®6@ PN 6W9GD EXIWMEE GWEHZ BE, XEOI®
51D, 9I1Pe G050 DEBI® 6d® 2D DEBB @9 MRBIIES
NEBE 9535 DEHD). OO 671851550 6® BV 2@ H®O
e%s) VD 65360’ DD BB BGE M W BT
©623060®H 55 3BED RYBIO e 61IDBIBIB) o NBIL) BC&HEI
R HESEB VOB O® 55D,

$DNO 10O6RE BREOF) BEEE 6® COBID VN6H REO
280 BNE2 BB DS O® 6318 2P 9es3® »)HEX JEDoes
E0....

16238 6WER 26E Qe D VD 6WESH B 63N
6®e6d©E. AVEE N BESPE 9886055 908 8 BHHZ
@O, VS Bder 98030 1B ©enend DED 16I® S DERBIB) o
#2157 2 3.

£380:80,
OO Ve RO’ &) 188 e DRB3 9535 08 2pes.

GEIZ) ©1EeH 696z 6DIE, VD 6K 8398 IKESZ VDO 3255 H2o.
®6E 5653 63125 BEMEDR OOBIDGHS ¢ ), VR ddenr W53
83536568253 ). Ve V6 6edB BBy 68 BHEDD, 1O6eiR®
IS @ BBB VD NE BRPew 068G KBS ). AR
©2365923 €385 68 NI BG® D D& # MBS »1. VDGES
8350 D®D 651655) 5B R eR & S erm HPI 539D RO B3R ey &
25261 8360® G380, &f NS 2000, @@ HSEHE%D).

: :)@75, ©0 6065053 HBEHD)... DD HENEHER 01O RO f
JEBO $3B3m DB 6dRE? 2516 JVHWE IO GBS
eI HI....

£8ENED VRO BEWHIH® 6D BEPens D3 98eE D6
783c5... DENMHEHERND BBIBS ADERIR WOWNBIB DEHT BB
6R9dRewnT IHHS DI BOBHD). AD e DedS 3O
CREBOBI® BB 323253 251231365 282 28 2@ 28536365 GLIICSIGE L)
52535 018 53837 GOBIB) e DeenN® e BG5S

D R BNGSE 62.... B BIEE 68 mS55 6FRE 8896z’
ennN®.
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Cast as Mother

Womanl  :2®8z3 cde8 @@ RO 2898 6. BIBs ©1 V6D 8K @D
230183 ERRS. RS} 2531 D). 6@E YAOBKO 65361® D535 HED
@O HEe1DBIB 5178 D). DB DD @) I5)B57 OB K512
6Re GBDIGIBKL) B3 DO OO ex55%).

‘DR 238 em0 ODYHS’
‘VO®o 236 &m0 G)@g:)@’

Woman1 :6® 6356210 @@ ‘@sotse 886800 ©DH&’ B3 Bwss3es’ mwent &
B RSEI RO 65566596 5S.

Woman2 : e’ 3895 2516919, @18 60536 65361® 1@, 6® 1@
6e520® 993

The two women exit the stage without ever seeing each other.
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Cast as Mother
Scene 3

Frist letter to my husband

Characters Two Friends

Setting Composing a letter

Friend 2 is seated on a chair. Friend 1 enters with a letter in her hand. She is agitated. She sits
down and starts reading aloud from her letter. Friend 2 listens intently, providing suggestions for
improvements.

Friend 1 . e S€h00s 625880,
Friend 2 . (stopping her) Kesara!
Friend 1 : (cutting and re-writing her letter) ©z55e36!!

Z6EE @10 DEPYE® D) 62025 Y653 R6s). DI DHOB OB O6 ¢S
D3512® DR ®eE. 6@ 3eds®), 6@ B2, @ Busm 64D DG
cedesm), @RS, ®6@ &I Benr B 13Jeus D, e
Bisen Q3RS @6@ #®HBes’ B, 966 “BS6cl &
DD.... 80 ME s’ 6dDF W ®6¢ AIHIWMO o E
B3E®re005 206 Dcs).

Friend 2 . (interrupting her) Again and again, you told me how proud you were that | was
your wife.

Friend 1 takes a moment to write this down.
Friend 1 . 55 e Dc5r 6953816055 DEI 9B HDs. ..
Friend 2 : (interrupting again) But today, as | waste away, you watch me, with indifference.
Friend 1makes changes to her letter. She re-reads this sentence with changes.
Friend 1 . 55 e ®o 25805 BORI BEE VD3I 363281653 DEI @K%,
G5B Bz 6DHE HSE B35z IBEE. $HB® 92K,

eS1®r Ciend Bdes 38 eersimed B dme Heed HE®
862386 JeSI FEsd. @e@ Beents ¢BndxS 8@ 6DEI 338, ®csH
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Friend 2

Friend 1

Friend 2

Friend 1
Friend 2
Friend 1
Friend 2 nods.

Friend 2

Friend 1 takes

Friend 2

Cast as Mother

6386 BNe01053 DRy Beenedzn® Bdmesz) o@D @6l Bdcs
QOOBBI® eS1®r er AR OB 6:5IYEDEE VB VWSS 21253
&emd.

:As all my energy became completely dedicated towards the bringing up of the
child, you moved far, farther and even farther away from me.

L ...05 @@} 1O 1O 1O & k).

e01®) RS VWO D V51D KN BE eI BB H65ys) BHCOI
®05) 1250 E3cso.

63100 JVBBED, BE 8@ 5828 625608, B0 3263 D E3c5E 63DG
DHBO 0O MSHBIH Demd. eS®r BE IO, 6RO Oe8s53
580, 623330 BB, znIO®, 1O, 623IHE €MD 6HB) 51O, 41E®
OB, 6® B3O, 6REMNSS 68JD, WBHBES BcHrE®, eI
13O, JEEH DR ¢BHE 8@, F5VS 1€ ..

. ... somersaulting, singing, searching for a Montessori, attending parent teacher
meetings, getting the handwork stuff for school, undertaking carnival duty,
swimming lessons, English classes, teaching English at home...

: (Exhausted) 6® 31R25)d 6® 8O Bsr 6H B 51® 6B3S1OS 2)1...
. ...Finally what emerged from me was some ‘abnormal clone’...

: ... abnormal clone...?

: Shall we make a list, in order to better understand your abnormality against his
normalcy?

Ask him to provide general answers to the following questions...
notes as Friend 2 reads the list of questions.

1. How many films have you watched over the last few years?

2. How many books have you read?

3. How many concerts have you watched?

4. How many times have you dined out?

5. How many times have you gone abroad?
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Cast as Mother
6. How many women have you seduced?
Friend 1 : 95)6210,

B 2B e §OBE®H DRK K388 6BDIBRD DO B3B3’ BN
#33ese?

Friend 2 > nine

Friend 1 ' R eBIBDE 95910 EF) Bei 5 8320 @EBEEE G5B B3G5 DBIBBS

6@1250¢e KB Er?

Friend 2 s ten

Friend 1 - 65663 D28z I3 e8DMELS €O BIGE OB 2528} 833D BIBGEB LS
Bes5de?

Friend 2 - eleven

Friend 1 ' 6570 D280 66ebx53 emIFes B Dmde?

Friend 2 : twelve

Friend 1 D323 D052 €0c51663 68DE wime?

Friend 2 Thirteen.

Friend 1 : )65 nursery rhymes 29c525) 2023108253 53 Hmde?

Friend 2 : Fourteen.

Friend 1 : D651 B5ES Bss) eS1 5nBIE B D5zt Besmde?

Friend 2 . Fifteen.

Friend 1 . ®05) eded Bye52 €951 B3eaD BB WEB3 B35 B 5de?
Friend 2 : Sixteen.

Friend 1 . 51 2Oe8 K652 €951 51 BB B B3 53 BODe?

Friend 2 : Seventeen.

Friend 1 5NBIBY0 SO 91653 €@c5) DO 5 BODE?

Friend 2 : Eighteen
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Cast as Mother

Pause
Friend 2 : How many times have you cried?
Friend 1 - 21800 B F 6@75DDe?

Pause. Friend 2 looks at Friend 1.

Friend 2 . Can’t we change this situation?

Friend 1 - 280 25 60med WOV BB 9D B3 6BIe?
A pause as they have reached the end of the letter.

Friend 2 reminds Friend 1to sign at the bottom.

Friend 1 : 90, D16 b B8e...... !

Friend 2 : No.....no....no..... Calibri

Friend 1 2 BB
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Cast as Mother
Scene 4

Letter to my domestic

Characters Madam of the house

Rani the maid

Setting Each in their own separate worlds

Two women are on stage. One sits at a desk, writing a letter. The other, squats on the floor of a
tiny house and cooks.

The Madam of the house reads the letter she is writing. Rani, the maid reads the letter she has
received.

Madam . (starting to write her letter). Dear Rani,

Rani takes out a letter, hidden within her clothes and she reads it.

Rani 1 265038 Ga6w,

Madam : When my delivery date drew closer and I developed high blood pressure | was
asked by the doctors to stay in bed and rest. That is why we hired you — Rani.

Rani : @166 261 9683850 BOIDBI® @66s S1EB3E BB &2 &) P53
#ed & Jedm 239665 OB WE FREID 663N cBeced Ji. 6
es5)d £383) 268 RS 683D Dedr HDBIBN?.

Madam : You were by then the mother of three children.
Rani : DO DD 261D Beeemn e’ DS cs.
Madam - 'You came to us and you looked after me. You cooked and cleaned for us. You

bathed me, fed me, massaged my feet, washed my clothes and took care of me as
you would a child.

Rani . DD 319660 @1 DEI B OO0, DR 23196% 230 657 Bend, 63
6226 2380 3IBIE 38, @1 59, D> 638D, OGES WIS BODINLCS
20, @665 668 6883er @ DRI B WBIGSS 28I S1OR) DEI BB
®%) GOA.
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Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Cast as Mother

- You left your three-year-old all alone at home while you took such good care of a
thirty-year old woman.

. DD Ded BT 21 IEE 2611 BHBBoDEE® 6 62I182E 532, 30 253
8528312 @1 DFID BG5S 97501 866D KGOS

. After working all day you rushed back home to cook and care for your family. It
would be around 2 in the afternoon when your child ate.

1 60 £3065€) DB WOFR) 29DE 238, 2@ AR 53OB) 8 B HH® 3HEO
205 8 R DE OFBOOR. eG1®20 833 19865 BRI GEH IO
eendE 2 3@ &w G.

: It’s not that | did not know this. ..

. @) 65 @51 381 62169.

: But having to be loyal to my unborn child, I had no other way to lighten your
heavy load.

: @0 BB £33 261D 6DBEDXS 213 d B3 PB Gré% eSS
B2 DD 32083 BEOD 353 W2 62528c8.

: 1 would picture your daughter sitting alone in the doorway. Anything could have
happened to her.

. DED) 2611 BB BoMEE® 621G S 38 2255c® 1) 6B3EHBIHO
5. #1650 RB1® 6265283 D DD B3R .

: 1 remember how you told me that your husband would often come home drunk
and beat and rape you.

' 6D 2319%1 BH3S 0B35S 31865 DD 90 #otdr BEOSS, DEESS
Bo&32 628016 66565 IS DD @D 3D @BWE.

- I recall one day, he slashed your face with a knife.

. RS Genen 85653 218 212186 O OBZEA.

: The manner in which the Asian woman — no matter what her class or economic
background may be — suffers psychologically or physically, has long since ceased
to shock me.

. 21830508928 B NTERHES 6@2%) 230253652 DS, 6@125) &Iz BBID 3%
e, %88z 6T HnEd By IEHm DD D & B S OSEHS
G5,
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Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Madam

Rani

Madam

Cast as Mother

: One day, when in our kitchen, you vomited, the people in our house, panicked
about the possibility of you having a contagious disease.

: 8525 @1 DG D651 GO 23198 DR DO €O VDO 6DIDA
663652 D556 s S &S ARG IS

: You told us that you were once again, with child,

. DD D6 53195 DEKS RGN 12 DA,

: But later | came to hear that you had an abortion.

: 23230 @O 201500 e DD DO 261D BRI 236 OB DAE.

: Actually, this was a good thing. Enough the burden of three children on you.

. 1535 DREB B DS GeNIE GEBE. DD G153 3 6EEHWEE; DS
0@ 831625

: Rani, now my child is five years old.
- 628w 2183 @163 26120 DGIE 5 2.

: 1 want to tell you that, although I have financial strength, although I am not half
the woman that you are, | too am suffering,

: @ %0 383w B BQPens’, B DRensS VD HES
651DIBY, @1e ey BE) DEB DD VDO BSS.

. After having a child, the woman becomes an ordinary object within the family.

: 2ALO%S GO 5B G1D DN, BB BE 839@IBIH 8)IEFB 52
DO 35369.

: Because you don’t expect much from life, | believe that you are as bright and
happy as always...

. QD BI5EE 5 9@ 68 DEIEBI6EIBIB) 620D K328 VD 6AHE)
@23 JE6Teews’ e8B5T S B8HS.

- Yours sincerely,

: 90 6BTHN

: Madam

Rani stands up, folding the letter and slipping it back in her blouse. She is heavily pregnant.
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Cast as Mother
Scene 5

Letter to my child’s doctor

Characters Parent 1

Parent 2

Setting In a crowded hospital waiting-room

Two women sit, side by side, in a big hospital waiting room. They look exhausted. They are
strangers. Not talking to each other though they are sitting next to each other. They each attend to
an irritable, tired and sick child who they have with them.
Parent 1 is muttering to herself in frustration.
Parent 1 Dear doctor, thank you for not being late.
Thank you for calling back.
Thank you for the text inquiring after my child’s health.
Parent 2 can 't help overhearing. She is intrigued.
Parent 1continues muttering under her breath, unaware she is being listened to.

Parent 1 Thank you for answering your phone in the night...

Parent 2 on impulse speaks out loud.

Parent 2 ®6® 6MmIB HODE D5 6818508665 6MIBS eke 688D EEH B BBCES5)
DO “Thank you”

Parent 1 looks up surprised. Parent 2 smiles at her briefly and then continues in a sarcastic voice.

Parent 2 . @66 DDIBH O O/R BHre®m® 9B DWOBY Thank you
G208, pBIHO® ®66 DDIE GBHENO® H® 62IOED
OBR.

Parent 1smiles in delight. She pauses a moment and then adds a sentence.

Parent 1 : Thank you for not charging me every time | visit ...
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Cast as Mother
Parent 2 jumps in to finish the sentence...

Parent 2 L L. 3QeDE 6ERDEH 6D6HRH S5 DGO S282.......
They both laugh.
Parent 1 thinks a moment and then continues.

Parent 1 : Thank you for asking me about my work. For noticing how tired and run down |
look.

Parent 2 . Qe 3618ed e G61ded D6 BB 15 Biedn b 9z D)
556 6REMNS3 %) 30 BEed® mSBIEB 2B D BB Ho.
Thank you! &81250. ..

They both laugh out loud at this. They are now full of energy.
Parent 1 has a new idea.
Parent 1 : Thank you for having a small clinic!!

Parent 2 picks it up immediately.

Parent 2 . BB B OF DB, 62395 629153 B35 &S BRI B
502552383255 DB 230B3IISZ 41GNB). .

Parent 1 . ... with nurses who recognize me and my children... since I started consulting
with you | have not stepped into a big hospital!

They both laugh.
Parent 2 : Big hospital!!

Parent 1 :Thank you for treating me like your equal. Equally intelligent, equally intuitive,
just differently skilled...

Parent 1 looks at Parent 2 pointedly.

Parent 2 L G0IC BRI BREBR WRBE WBBIG53, Gene ©5)edesens DOST
ee ©r)edesens’ #rDICRHE, WOEIDBID GWEHR OB
251890053 45 6D 342§D HE6D® Jcs 5 VDB O csH
E® ®1») thank you doctor!

Parent 1 : Thank you for not making me feel like I am a nuisance to you.

Parent 1 : Thank you for reminding me that doctors should be healers - and healing extends
beyond a cough or a dry throat.
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Cast as Mother

There is a pause as they reflect on what they both just said. Then, with more seriousness...

Parent 2 : 8383 610 D67 9B3B) BB DO FIO @18 2eBDEF) GEB D)
@12 Thank you Doctor.

Parent 1 . ... S0 that we have been able to chat instead of sitting around like strangers.

Parent 2 : 90 2B Qo D2HDB 62I1ZOE 62E )% HYEDBIB) (32552
242326853 D) G B3N

Parent 1 gets up, gathers her belongings and her child, then turns back to Parent 2.
Parent 1 : But with you, it's time well spent.

The two parents smile at each other. They look relaxed.

Parent 1 leaves.

Parent 1 is alone with her child on stage. She turns round and speaks to him...

Parent 2 : 212508 g0 HBH WHEBO 6GER eIe BB BOB OBIB 653 ?
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Cast as Mother
Scene 6

Letter to the principal

Characters  Angry Mother
Scared Mother

Setting Before meeting with the principal

Two mothers address a principal.

Angry Mother is seated. Scared Mother is standing. Scared Mother is indignant and aggressive.
Scared Mother is apologetic and groveling.

Angry Mother : Principal ...

Scared Mother 288 .
RO @) 6O Bcs DBIELS # BB Bemm IO @O yBdDLIE5S
OLYa)] @7,{’5?53@255.

Angry Mother : Who are you? Who am 1?

Scared Mother ®1 6® B3O BBGEO 3535 WEBHO HHG® VD VRIS H6ds
ezmeede? &f 23 DR AR B E® 5365 6eede?

Angry Mother : Why do we bestow this amount of power on you?

Scared Mother ®6E 2350 §FDGO 318330 Ae®®m FOO B EHmis @D O™
5B Jes...

Angry Mother . Actually, what happened was | confused the dates. However, in a letter

bearing your majestic signature, a sentence, underlined for emphasis, stated
that it was imperative that the child be brought to school on the 7th morning.

When I saw this, it was afternoon.

Scared Mother: D1zs &9 ©@16201655 @1 BE 4B ) ADS HOBHBSS
2050210 BID BB 6257230801 B @D DDBDRD BNEB G5 INK.
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Angry Mother

Scared Mother

Angry Mother

Scared Mother
Pause.

Angry Mother
adult.

Scared Mother

Angry Mother

Scared Mother

Angry Mother

Scared Mother

Cast as Mother

@66 r@KS BES WD1ESOB ) 602211z @) “BSE®
6DEI OBIEBIE. O B WE 621N IES.

: I was rendered hideously helpless.

How did you rise to possess such power? | have only met you on one
occasion. You know nothing about me!

953 DD @ IBEDS 28 BEEHEIO DEERB®. "DHLDO%S
B 6e@8enx", "HRO 8Eeden B DRBOensR",
"&edey @x)edesecszs "

: *A mother who does not give a damn about her children.” ‘What is the use
of such mothers?” Now you can arrive at any of the above conclusions.

You are a hero.

. ©® 38%)6DA).

. I don’t know the difference in age between us. But 1 am a 35-year-old

. @@ BB HIDWEe®®), 3H85@r1en &2 O® de By
6®®), e6®1 $EE®B), 62@BnE AWMDEIEHB), 2319
38ed3®  WmEemm BB GOBHMD  Mem, Bs®@znd
BB GiE).

- ...A real life adult. In addition to this I am an actress. | have on stage,
given many inspired performances. People know who | am.

| am a graduate. | have won several awards. | write on important matters; |
have many things to say about myself. Several men have loved me deeply -
some of them still love me... But whatever the heck else I am is useless.

9653606 VD 9886 6® 6®1620655 OO e 2B
EOEL BHEIES O 1. @) 6O WS 365 831283322

- | destroyed his opportunity of getting accustomed to his class atmosphere.
| am a mother worthy of being stoned to death.

. ®0 26191 98868 18IS 20 83@72D 2c51e 33 DR,
6® @) DSE D) ee8 @) DB 686NN BEDE SO
63 D DS EENHBIEN DD @D JuEDIescs. 83@10 VOO
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Angry Mother

Scared Mother

Angry Mother

Scared Mother

Angry Mother

Scared Mother

Angry Mother

Scared Mother

Angry Mother

Scared Mother

Angry Mother

Scared Mother

Angry Mother

Scared Mother

Cast as Mother

23828 GO @ DO 228 WS #B VD @D JEDIcs.
BGBS..... RB5IHO DB

: Dear Lord Buddha. Help me.

. Q8 8eb19en5, D 8O BB, ey 9830 @) 88eeId
2372330 31985 RO BSB3653 OHE?

. If | trash the lie and stick with the truth...

: 9@ B8 GRIGIDRS eI ©B) §BYCS.

: I didn’t see this section of the letter. It's amazing. | have read this letter
more than ten times to date. But, sir, | did not see that sentence.

Forget it.

. &f2) €358 5836125392 ..

: My heart knows that lam a mother, deeply committed to my
responsibilities by my child. But | make mistakes.

: 618528 @) 6B3GOBBIB. 83620 @) DB DO @I
GIGDR BOXS.

: Please understand me.

. DEBIE e8BBsz @O 281580 DB 83195 ©%HeDd
DEAE d 8B B D) 83@®IBS 251Dy DIDBHO 652018 §)
DOBS 55550 @O B511655) 8388, D5 B35 601D 6 S
Qeneed 41805 (553653 253@ Ds3DI83052.

: Please do not judge me based on this incident.
. 6@ @) G2 WBIee s VDO @) Beentd 238 cOBI®.
@) 565 ODH 625795 D DAB@10 9886cSE D1DEHD.

. Calibri Bassnhayaka

: BRE DeIBIBWEE O
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Characters

Setting

Cast as Mother
Scene 7

Letter to my daughter

Mother 1

Mother 2

Somewhere private but public ...

Two women are sitting together on stage. They are both looking at a distant, imaginary, child.
Mother 1 is looking with a calm and caring way, while Mother 2 looks somewhat nervous and
anxiety-ridden. She constantly looks around and seems visibly uncomfortable.

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

: My wild child...
. @6 e 626G, ..

. | love the honesty of your questions - they stun me, they make me think, they
make laugh...

. 631 663 HEE® DR IO O® 226 8. FHIB5S ©® apxs3e s’
BB 60’ D /BB D% D rn BHL). D 9G
NENBIDBS 35) 51D

. ... Belly laughs.

. 3@ @8O mHB AD2NKGE Beeneed D5y &d 6’B 6B DEGSO.
BEIBHO 41663 K)E 62302353 B &DE®HB) (325 DESO ...

. ... | love the way you love to run in open spaces —without your clothes on, if
possible ...

L. @0 $2260R...

. ... Because (I remember...) wind against one’s skin is one of the best feelings in
the world.

| love the way you watch yourself perform. It amazes me that you cultivated these
skills so early, to me it took over two decades to get this right.
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Mother 2

Pause

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Cast as Mother

: D651 2965 S&31® 80 DRBY 9535 JESO Do 312688, RDDE 2308
21630 51 &F HBB1D IS DBIEBS 62ENde BB &
BNH BB D1, OO Dz B ES® B35 D S1e Jedeszs DS Eeso.

®6@ 3:86:T. @@ G165} BBeH 2908 c® 6mI6S.

: Child, my precious, song-filled child...It breaks my heart...

... 55 ®0 Bsxsim 3de 60%D;,..

. ... But I have to tell you that your questions are rude. | am asking you to stop
asking them.

: D651 2232 BEEB) 2818 D DS, I epenz Dz HABIDBIE BSE
® BB5IB t3de 6D%D.

®6E @165 , 5O 953283530 4135 26y BB5B D,

. ... and everyone seems to have lost their sense of humour.

: D520 DRBSEc51 D655 68DFDE BE® 65561@23 5312 B5E) o
R57 D2 D) 6D 2DeENIDRE Hens) ®D BBBI® t3de DB,
DB 55 Bsm 630 #1053 62555, 62536 6B D))
2OBB) BSE.

- I have to make you ashamed of enjoying your nakedness

: 205366 BADD §e3DED Ee8edr 2315 DR B3 E @O D650
5535 €3de 8025

. | have to stuff into your head, ideas of puritan shame and decayed notions of good
behavior

: B A S, BB BB OB 631 631 38%IR
peened DB D16 VED ODBIH @D t3de 601D,

: because, my darling, people watch your abandon with different eyes.

: 6®@20¢ @645 3186057 DesI66S Beenedznr® B ©s) S53edey DsS
RDEB B3830.

. 1 apologize for your drama, the way you obviously act out your wrath in front of
an adoring audience, instead of admitting to finding it hilarious, I publicly endorse
opinions such as ‘manipulative’
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Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Mother 1

Mother 2

Cast as Mother
: rOOERB
: spoiled
: 56 6O
: stubborn
. §6edAB

: Now I scream inside “no you fools she’s just on stage listening to the unending
applause”.

: 5953 O6E eSS BIHEEESS Do 21HNHD) ‘1)1 6@INBE S & eG1d)
9G2S 23 556231388253 ORBEE 6AEWIGD C@23125".

. | have been there. She is there now.

: @153 DB 91 BEE 5. D5 DB C1253.
: And we will have you know... it’s a beautiful place

. 808200 553653 208 8325528 BB

- | see, love.

- R e B33 ® 629507 3186657

: And T don’t judge you.

: Qo D520 B3OS SB35 32536253 2531201,

: You see, I am like you...

. D51 2B BOE @753 Rs) DO

: And my intense curiosity, my questions, the voices in my head, my imaginary
audience...

. ®6U WBNEB, %53 gen® FOWH, O6E 55 RNEE B WOB)
28de, @) DT ener ®BSB) He&z5821%I86S,

: takes me away — even from you —

. 97 18 exneaiees 10 #OBS BB VDBIGHLS 2387 1D @29
3653 BB,

42
© 2020 Stages Theatre Group



Cast as Mother

Mother 1 : to a place where only | exist — and it’s very like the place where only you exist,
my sweet.

Mother 2 : &J20) @291 835528 5%,

Mother 1 . Yes, it’s a beautiful place to be. But we both can’t exist in it at the same time.
Mother 2 : &J25) 28 6e5550® D0 DB @535 D1t

Mother 1 : One of us has to give it up.

Mother 2 : 20961208 d3e2650 eJ28 815328535 605 Os.

Mother 1 : Who? My love. Who will it be?

Mother 2 : &F209e @6 & &oz.

Mother 1 You?

Mother 2 : ®0528?

Mother 1 corl?

Mother 2 1 9@ &?
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Cast as Mother

Transition 2
Task Two
Enter Host 1 and Host 2.
Host 1 . For the second task, the group changed pace. From the long introspection and

reflection of the letters, the group moved on to lists.

Host 2 . 826053 pesc5728650 By® DB B @1Bedn) DRO. Letters to lists

Host 2 opens up the envelope and reads from it.

Host 2 ‘@BYB} 48 31 BeI) 2@, 210 08 d™WeE, €OB eI 6HOF DR AR
RO @1 LB WEBS, 5005652 68 250 98 O BHHBIB
62DDS #BOB 2EHBZS, 5328 BV BE? DeN® B
270 t35Q® D) D) SN 5 3.

Host 1 : One of the biggest challenges of motherhood is having to remember a hundred
different things a day. And they are tiny, tiny morsels of unrelated information.

Host 2 : We all hate them, but we probably can’t get by without making lists...
Host 1 : So, for TASK TWO - let’s do lists.
626dA BB HBIZICHOD 248 R BedR) e

In this next task, Host 1 and Host 2 remain on stage and lead the group — giving the headings of
each list.
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Cast as Mother

TASK TWO - LISTS

Scene 8

Host 1 : The biggest lies | have discovered:

Woman 1 : That humans are naturally monogamous

Woman 2 : That mothers are good people

Woman 3 : 883550 ©125)550 DR Gesxtes VeI
Woman 2 : That vaccines are good for you
Host 2 : 6293¢526®) %) B}655) 6RIZNO 6AICL:

Woman 4 - B8 Bo2n2d 8685315553582 3OS

Woman5  : 698065 i@ @esied eEnmens BE8E%s.

Woman 6 : Religion, civility, politics. The biggest lies in the world
Host 2 : Biggest lies .....

Woman 7 : 922908

Woman 3 : Mothers know best
Host 1 : 82936526 5) 5)6c525) 6RIZNS 6IO1D:

Woman 8 . Let it be, let it be, let it be, let it be. There will be an answer. Let it be
Host 2 : The greatest truths I've discovered:

Woman 2 . Spirituality is not synonymous with religiosity. And deeply religious
people can be deeply evil.

Woman7  : G268 08 358698 R B¢ - 7 6enre 6ewnssy.

Woman 1 . Despite the voice of my education, | believe in magic, myth and mystery.
Woman3  : eSd35S 9e5I 2B 53653 DEEs BB 685 DE.

Host 2 : 6R228)® 12532
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Cast as Mother
Woman 2 : Marriage Kills

Woman5  : ®0eR, 3RO 16255 Q55ed 8ideed BESBO DR 6®HINS,
G®IR%Y, @$212NBE6%S @en53E3 6O%D).

Host 1 : 6R129)® e12532:
Woman 9 . It’s kindness that binds you to marriage the longest.
Woman 2 : Taking a shower can change your outlook.

Host 2 : The greatest truth
Woman 3 : A child takes a lifetime to grow.

Host 2 : 633628} 62930316425 B)52) 6ERIZNE 41532

Woman4  :231® 30802 88860z 8 3e8® 101z’ BS&.

Woman5  :281® 23802 sz 89ses® eEeSids DEIGBIEN
o 3Ye)) CDLEDL&C/S%? £3563.

Host 1 : Five ways in which you have changed (beyond recognition)

Woman8  : 20® 6:6m% 510 #tdeed @O 9dwsr), 6@KINIZ 9%
EREHZ BRI

Woman 5 . @0 DB 230HB) 6O - J2 DO cnRH BB 18 o ...
Woman 1 : I don't enjoy being lazy. It makes me feel guilty.
Host 2 : 6®25)¢8 6dR) 2)6c52) DG 525
Woman 2 : I no longer enjoy sex
Woman3  : ®@® &eSd550 DS
Host 1 : Five ways in which you have changed:
Woman 7 : @O 83FB 91 EBIB) 55882290 S KD
Host 2 : 6®z¢8 6DRE) 86052 IS 5255:
Woman 9 . | plan ahead

Host 1 : Five ways in which you have changed:
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Cast as Mother
Woman 6 . | read food labels
Host 2 : 6®2)28 6D RI G525 DG 5259:
Woman 1 . Authority no longer awes me.
Host 2 : @66 26153 @3 ®12 1O BIHDI0 23O 68DT:
Woman 9 : | love them unconditionally.
Woman5  : ®® &%) e 5383c5%s

Woman 1 . | hate political apathy

Woman2 : @925 @ 657 erzndecs §eNE®DE55 ADO 83539edr2S
OO ®G16H 5 BOHD:).

Host 1 : What | want my kids to know about me

Woman 7 : They are my top priority, but not the only thing that brings me happiness

Woman3  : 88®@)3e0, A0 BeriDBIB $BEMD DBBES DGO D2
5D Bycss) D2 908 @153

Woman8  : ®c5 35} 251 55D, @D 63Iem 60588 23E555 Dieat
Host 1 : What | want my Kids to know about me:

Woman 4 - 1 used to be things other than a mother.

Host 2 : @6 2616035 ®o 512 1O B 520 2B 63D

Woman8 : 6@  3dddes’ 4900, 66 DI  @o
©2328)RDBS 21 OB B3t

Woman 2 . | enjoy porn.

Woman 4 . If I had to do it all again, they might not exist and their father would be

one of many men.
Host 1 : What | do not wish my children know about me:

Woman3 : JemnEesie® e@izmios doma @0 el S5

Woman 9 . | too tell lies, pick my nose, use bad language, mothers are the worst
hypocrites
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Cast as Mother

Host 1 : @66 e6160F @0 115 21O BI5)D20 420@1B 68DE
Woman 2 : | wish they were enough to fill me
Host 2 : What I do not wish my children know about me
There is silence. Host 2 repeats the question, this time slowly, and more clearly:
Host 2 What, | do not wish, my children, know about me:
Pause
Woman 1 : When | am in theatre, | forget them

All the women nod.
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Cast as Mother
Transition 3

Task Three and Task Four

Enter Host 1 and Host 2

Host 1

Host 2

Host 1

Host 2

Host 1

Host 2

Host 1

Host 2

Host 2

Host 1

Host 2

Host 1

Host 2

: Task Three was phone calls, but for some strange reason, this never really got off
the ground. Several people didn’t submit anything and the pieces that were
submitted were more contrived than honest.

. Interesting, considering most of the group constantly admit to running their lives
through their phones...

: Who do they admit this to? You?

:(Ahem)... )56 A3 epesc5383c5 SOAIB) O 3053 BE®, 38O&.

258 Des 283892 Do, 98355 Iz 28 HEEy ¢1®@®. (he crumples up and
throws away a piece of paper)

Fe® D053 60800 mE® BB 2355 &’e?

: Now it’s well into the second half of the year 2011 and we are on to our Fourth
Task, which, after the flop of the Third Task, needed to be a “Pick me up”.

: (reads from envelope) Songs!! €323¢, !!
: That should do the trick...

. 853e B 5I®) 6@15) 6®125) @I1BawE &BIG53?

. (reading the envelope) “Hands up those of you, who sang totally inappropriate
songs to your babies when they didn’t have a clue what you were saying? Songs
about the most current antics of politicians to how absolutely weird it is to suddenly
grow big boobs.”

. 8538 B8535 8@75) 6@1%5) @IBawIE &BIG53?

. ®9). 835558, BoBI®B) &2535) @I3Hazen. ..

OB 1B 8§50K 5 B

- An action song about sex and marriage.

1 360 DE®®15) 68%3EB) BBBIDE 3 €2 2250028
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Cast as Mother

Host 1 : A children’s poem on your body, pregnancy or childbirth.
Host 2 : 89658 4895 01 S NCIEEH.
Host 1 : Needless to say, they all went a little crazy with this one...

Two women come and whisk Host 2 away and trap him in a chair on stage.
Host 2 : Needless to Say...
Host 1 : Task FOUR - songs...

D6 O 2558512782®. €353¢,..

Exit Host 2.
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Cast as Mother

TASK FOUR - SONGS
Scene 9

Action song about sex

Characters Four frisky mothers

One sleepy father

Setting At home, after bedtime

This son is sung to the tune of The Wheels of the Bus.

The children in the house have

Fallen asleep. Fallen asleep. Fallen asleep.
The children in the house have.

Fallen asleep.

(After four bloody months...!)

Mommy watches daddy

Snoring loud. Snoring loud. Snoring loud.
Mommy watches daddy -

Snoring loud.

(After shaking him twice men!)

The buttons on the shirt just

Won't come off! Won't come off!! Won't come off!
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Cast as Mother
The buttons on the shirt just
Won't come off!!!

(Don't stress. You know what's there!)

The kissing has to take place
Quietly. Quietly. Quietly
The kissing has to take place
Quietly,

(And no biting. Please!)

Now it’s the part of

Bumpety Bumpety Bump. Bumpety Bumpety Bump. Bumpety Bumpety Bump.
Now it’s the part of

Bumpety Bumpety Bump.

(“You close love?’ ‘No, Are you?’)

The Children in the house go

What's that noise? What's that noise? What’s that noise?
The Children in the house go

What's that noise?

(Fuckaduck! Another four months!)
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Cast as Mother
Transition 4

Task Five and Task Six

Enter Host 1. He is alone.

Host 1 - Task Six... 265025 25805:27020@ (Pause) ... In just a few moments..
Host 2 rushes onto stage, looking happy and disheveled.

Host 2 :Sorry, sorry...

Host 2 has an open envelope in his hand.

Host 1 . 383253 9 5DB) 2885328 ®.

Pause. Host 2 checks his script, looks confused....

Host 2 : 2383025) 28585:22029©.

Host 1 shakes his head... checks his script.

Host 1 : Um... no, Apparently we are not doing task 5. That will be done for the show.
Host 2 : 238992 25585020752 @ DE BB 5O 68T DO® D535 6DE.

They rustle through their notes...

Host 1 : Task Six!
Host 2 : 395 55805027029 ®!
Host 1 - Yes. Task Six. Reviews. 8813.

Host 1 reads from the envelope.

“We have all had brushes with the media. We have written up press releases, we
have prepared for the interviews, we have waited for the reviews — sometimes for
up to two months. We know what can go right, and we know what can go wrong.

Host 2 : Oh yes, we do...

Fe® 85252 @D 28 262d® B D& WEB) @IS DA 3753
DD, @IS 36D, 59ZP 312D, IS BESS 48 248 ©H®
B525d).
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Cast as Mother
Host 1 For this task, you write one of the following articles about yourself:

A Press Release

Host 2 An Interview

Host 1 A Review

Host 2 A fan page quiz

Host 2 : S 5% BI5Hr9 B35, BOB3 1) BrsB36e55 BOedHHEE%S DESO
Host 1 : Look at yourself as a stranger would see you — and write.

%505 88312182, TDI8.

Exit Host 1 and Host.
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Characters

Setting

Student 1

Student 2

Student 1

Student 2

Student 1
Student 2
Student 1
Student 2

Student 1

Student 2

Student 1

Cast as Mother
TASK SIX - REVIEWS
Scene 10

Student assignment — play review

Two students

The character being reviewed.

Somewhere between the past and the present

: Hi miss

: 929 28 43S 5205 AEBIB Bc%Hr. S 248 Fz 9DS EDBIH
9ed6e3EE D) Sed

> Yes miss. That stupid play was all up and down and taking a long time.

: Jozm 9531 BE® Ied, #S 611@6D316DO %1@6eHHO DiExsed
DOHBB AR cOEERS, D5 DmedEIDD O O dEnm D3O
018) OB DWE. ..

. ...Is she like a schizophrenic or something?

: 828, D650 83200 OE BEB) I BYHE5S I4...

: That was really freaky —like scary freaky.

: 98050 B3 828 ©8) 3297 216De3 &) DEGSS...
. ...Like lots of pent up rage.

And then there's this whole bit where she talks about how much she likes her ...
boobs.

: 30 3edeed Ded oS S Bedey 6292028 653

: Where she and her alcoholic depressed tortured musician fiancé break up...
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Student 2

Student 1

Student 2

Student 1

Student 2
Student 1
Student 2
Student 1
Student 2

Student 1

Student 2

Student 1

Student 2

Student 1

Student 2

Student 1

Student 2

Cast as Mother

: 80 3edeed Oed & 535200 BB ® 53 D@ BB S53edey cen eeerms
DE® OBS

:Sh....sh......

. DEBIOBIBN ...
:1 think 1 would call the play a surrealist um... tragicomedy.

And ... miss... as for the protagonist ...

: 6928 I B3 6DEDD 2)E 60D 510BDDS2...
- | think her tragic flaw is “arrogance”...

Also impulsiveness,

ummm... compulsiveness?

Indecisiveness and laziness!

She says “laid-backness” not “laziness”.

But she is so laid back miss, she's horizontal - which is more or less the same thing,
no miss?

: 92 8 5B D 6DEI6D DSy Bcs B8y BS6cS @18 @enIBR.
e BSO2O ORI W B3en@D WG OB WOBIB) 2nOBE...

. This is why we left, because this statement is typical of her and all her bull shit.

- 923 FB B35S 8312801685 e B I¢d...

. and it seems to me that her whole problem is consistently failing to recognize
what she really is.

: 883 D650 ©O2 B BSE 65608 Ied 48 Bcsx536s53. ..
: She definitely has balls. But, miss, this is what it all boils down to this...

She listens to too many people.

: D57 16@FDO 3 WO BIB) 9EHD). ¥BIBI D2 @) 6RINDD P
23®724 23P@%) VB VBB B BSE BDDO...
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Student 1

Student 2

Student 1

Cast as Mother

: Every year she seems to get sucked into doing things she feels she's supposed to
do. She keeps getting blown off course and having to hack her way through terrain
she needn't have encountered in the first place.

: 905266 B3 Doz B2 De®nd Fed. D510 D5 Fez @8
BB B 629150535 3D BIEABE BSE 1@ Do B365S H1.

If only she weren't so eager to please.
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Cast as Mother

Scene 11
Kalumaali
Characters Narrator 1
Narrator 2
Kalumaali
Setting Once upon a time...
Narrator 1 : Now, once upon a time, in a small village in a far-off land, in a poor little house,

was born a baby girl.

Narrator 2 : & D 9238663, @25 AL, 29ed §enss 5ED5) D5 6DRIDX.

Narrator 1 : Her eyes, as bright as two stars.

Narrator2  : @08 535558 DGO “R@E" BRI DRI 5Oz 219@).

Narrator 1 : Inthose days, as soon as a baby was born, the angels in heaven come and give this
baby gifts.

Narrator 2 : 288602503553 625 518 2020053 651665 9535 Do, & Der’® &
5163 @530 Des) Henss 41232 GEBIB) DL

Narrator 1 : Two angels made their way down to Kalumaali’s home in the middle of the night.
Full of sleep and unable to fly straight, they couldn’t see clearly.

Narrator 2 : 203®18 &5 21000 D300 DEYY D2 2360® 502 Hed
B8O DeR BsB).

Narrator 1 : And so, she gifted her with hairy arms and legs,
Narrator 2 : 53200 ¢85 &8 AL 8920 e ¢idd 398
Narrator 1 : Muscled upper arms —things of importance to a male.

Narrator 2 : 32355 83605203053 538 @S 1653 &f 5380 53DDes2s 53125 Hews3,
abos: DE®IBO 53653 O1B) €O66rRD GE®) $HrBEE B1E3.
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Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Narrator 1

Cast as Mother
. This is a woman’s heart,
L ©15) G1Be6Hd,
: a baby bag in her body,
: DRI HDEB) GD@KD...
: Kalumaali grew bigger and bigger.

Soon the results of the gifts bestowed upon her by the angels became noticeable.

. 38355 ©125) €OBBIO 53 B)C0 &5 3668 OB 24Oa.

: The moustache over her lip grew.

. BB ©125) €OBBIO 621N 6KE) D6 92dE3DD Gedesm SO BSrey
323 1@eed, mE®IBEHS 2329608 BeORB 6OXKEIR; GIBGLHD BT

: The school children made up names ....
- 53 B18 830871

. Furry,

O3 8

: Mousti...

Fokol¢

: Kalumaali wept a lot... She prayed that the angels would take back the gifts that
they gave her by mistake....

- D51 BS80S )€ O E0EDEI SO 6D 19251 SS5S
BDen3 6HDHOB B,

: Then she found out that there are lots of other girls with moustaches. That they
had many ways of removing these moustaches. ..

: Q®8, WE 358368 ABF BB 8OBS OB, Bmed d.HE
BB WOR BB 65IWELY GEGBRS B

- There is always some way that is possible to take away something one has in
excess.
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Narrator 2

Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Narrator 1

Together

Cast as Mother

. 55 6eBBEBT 53OS 5B GEBZS B WONBICL G2)1625IDE?

: Breasts...
. Kalumaali, after a while, made herself pillow breasts and started to wear them.

She put on her pillow breasts, put on a dress over them and stood in front of the
mirror...

1 23239283 Y60525) D2 6@225) 5)Go L8PB/IE B33 BB DBIG®
123030 e 8665dn..........

: Time passed in this manner...

: DE®E e’ D) EWEBR...... PBHOO WB5HDBY0, DI 1B}
39 BWCHZS...... SBIBo WR@IE &8 BEDD my1 B3 Wi &F mSo
BDHBIEH H)t.......

: She does not have the time or the desire to think about these things...

: D51 @BIGB DDIRIGHBS DEHEI ...

: However, if she ever hears about moustache removing methods, about pretty
pillow breasts, she still listens with great interest....

The End.
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Cast as Mother

Transition 5
Task Seven
Enter Host 1 and Host 2.
Host 1 : There was a lot of hype around Task Seven.

Host 2 :The last task...

#0g O 00167 Bedeed 6® 2 B WeE 6© D5resaBIcsd
2BODBIRD FE/R 2R WHE BBEIDBS 6/IC1B), HGEWERICD) AR
WDOBBs 6® B Germd H¥OD® /DD Yned @Men
DNQGIBIB &1} 83215 ®.

Host 1 . ... after writing in isolation for one and a half years, being part of a project and
not knowing who else was part of it, the group was going to meet, face to face for
the first time.

Host 2 : Yes, meeting for the first time. To complete the last task. Together.
Isn’t’ there a music queue there?
Doesn’t this have an epic feel to it?

The entire ensemble of women enter on to stage.

They are relaxed. They are surprised and delighted to see each other. They greet each other
warmly and then they settle down, on the floor in a semi-circle - and freeze.

Host 2 : (Opening the envelope) 5560253 255805120020@ £320D9232s).

9B B} 6®6®HIFERT 6@15e 23120 WEE?

Host 1 . 268 6c®PBiBi6® I 38 ¢S5@WMEHSS 68, 48 BJem I 96K B ©5S
ed, 232 38 e cS51OBIO WBE GeB G4...

Host 2 : What we have inherited, what we believe, and what we will pass on.

Host 1 - | heard the task lasted one whole day? What did they discuss for one whole day?

Host 2 1 2928253 967 6®e®NIFERT N WG,

Host 2 and Host 1 take turns to read list:
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Host 1

Host 2

Host 1

Cast as Mother
1. ®6¢ GO ®. My countrymen. ¢§&aes. Politicians.
2. 2302929)a28)cs . Traditions. &350 S&Da2s. Beliefs.
3, @665 4%®. Other religions. 2851253925 2%8s.
4. Doctors. 6653 . Healing. @8398)c5cs
5. Education.23223:E. Teachers.
6. &228¢5. Beauty. 225)524)¢S.
7. Sex. BoBz53Dcs. My body. 23cs0 d53e25)cs.
8. Marriage. &25365® £3@B5DH).
9. Husbands. €®8. In laws.
10. 2338022530 ¢3. Happiness. 2223253 cs.
11. Art. 830¢325)¢3. Theatre.
12. 833E8. Class. Q®cS
13. Truth. 283@>®&®. Justice.
14. 83w>cs. Death.
: 2O 96 Wen e JeIEecT
1 5698

Anyway... Task Seven. Group Discussion.

Exit Host 1 and Host 2.
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Characters

Setting

Cast as Mother
TASK SEVEN - GROUP DISCUSSION
Scene 12

Group Discussion

The Ensemble

Any day. Anywhere.

The entire female ensemble are seated on the floor in a semi-circle.

During the discussion they read from the scripts they have with them.

Ruwa

Kaushy

Dil

Manjari

Ruwa

Malkanthi

Pause.

Ruwa

: I want to talk about my country. What did my mother/father teach me about
my country?

: ®6@ 55350 @O BRI 53653 6@ GO 8K JeEBR B, &F
Deu’® 6@ 36D SK3edy - K8 Gomed BKedy - 95Nd e,
2 G180 535 245 BRI.

: My parents ... they love Sri Lanka. And this was always something that they held
onto.

. @66 0@ BN D B &rienl emnBledts JSHBHHD
205366 GO0 212bes WOBI® BRR. &F 66HFRHO 4150 6@ HO
6RIeD LI 8353¢6® GO.

: My father told me that the people of this country have been fooled. 6® 660
932928 §E16DE) 953623, .DYBO %8 O 6353 &5 FRB B30
®6 U3 5555 289 D).

. @o 30D 2NEE O6E FOOF) INBDEI BDHE® HDed 6O
2O Redesm®, 6201e® GO BSEI...06E 555 623380 30203
5283928 331B5IHO DS

: What has life taught me about my country?
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Izhara

Chamila

Tracy

Nadie

Nayomi

Dil

Ruwa

Nadie

Ruwa

Chamila

Dil

Cast as Mother

: I am increasingly disappointed and disillusioned with what my parents told me
that Sri Lankans were. | look around me and get so upset with how foolish and
selfish my countrymen are becoming... it's very difficult to keep on living here.

. @66 D60 9rIm OKedey BB 3B IS ©BIBNS, O DKIH
BB ®665 GO BT 2NEBB EZEHZ VDO B853S @535
DO ® N E®5DI. O B(RIR) KGEEI DAL LGB,

. | think that my countrymen just grow stupider every day and our vision gets
smaller and smaller and more petty every day.

. @0 60 6O ) @D BEBI® BekrIesl cOewm 953m DKy
2893860 DEe®10036wET BiEI IDER. & 6kFEEI SB35 E&Io
REE®I1DIE AR. 60 GO ¥H5D BBEI MNEBIDE 62080 o
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185, ) 6 6D

: 6® GO B @O BBB) V) 68 BSHIB)....06DD%B EBIB) 21353
9B ByedL.... IO IS0 BBO D81 @% 20 O%3edes
JeDD5) DO 98 A. F0 9 B0, 6O G KIS ZIBSBIDSZS.

: I know.... I recently acted in a terrible play. It was a complete and utter flop. But
the reason | stayed with it was that it talks about the problems in this society. | will
never get the chance to say these words in real life and so just to give myself this
chance, | acted in this terrible play.

: What will you teach your children about your country?

- )23 6DRIDO ®o FeHIFRBIO @125 K655 D27 B3N

.| think that after my own experience of disappointment in my country, I would
like to teach my children to have a more international outlook to life. I think there
are huge problems identifying with countries and would like them to travel and
meet people and have experiences in spite of countries.

. @® @66 6D BEHDI, ¢ GO, ®6E 62K, OGS #ed......
RB3R) 2B 2B VD). 60 PeenO® 28 ed®f08 BRBA.
6RIDMG 28 68600 FBBB. V6K BHBEI LGRS BNMN...206E®
$6....00@ BB316e55653 DEnNOE.

- | think | will teach my children that their country is a circumstance. That they
didn’t choose it, so it’s nothing to be proud of or ashamed of. I would like to teach
them patriotism but not nationalism. I would love if my children love Sri Lanka
without being nationalistic about it.
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Ah... and I would teach them to support the cricket team....

: Ok. | want to talk about marriage and infidelity. What my parents taught me
about marriage and infidelity

: My parents taught me that family is the most important thing. Whatever is said
and done, the parents may have problems with each-other but they must live
together, stick together because of the children.

: My parents stayed in one marriage - still. I don’t know if this is what they wanted.

: 96 6c®dDBEI DN DISHBIEN. DSIFI VDN BEDBIHDs.....
353650 e3DEN BEMBIGLS Byt

: My parents taught me that marriage is sacred. And infidelity is terrible.

. 6% 20@® BB WHEWo WBIBL 62DDE ANEE Denss
2D B65)@ 51, 5NBIBII 21D@ DB B@5) GREEI €D BBEFE) 65D,
390@) ZNBIBZND BVEWBIEB) DeNOR. #9@) @O BDed, DdIncs
383230 2D BB REBIBIG....... 005550 2EBS 2555 Deso....

Kaushi : What life has taught me about marriage and infidelity...

Ruwa

Chamilla

Kaushy

Malkanthi

Tracy

. | like my present marriage. But though there is nothing lacking in it, what | say is
that marriage is not necessary for a person. It is something through which people
are curtailed. It really is a big obstacle in the path of our freedom. Because of this |
feel it is not important.

: 3835O BREeM).... I 885328 6252, EMEBBO B@I16ES IDINCS
BE 65855 9535 HOB® 6® 55O Beenesd JExsIn DB
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. Life has taught me that you can’t live according to a contract. Marriage is an
uncharted journey. And what works for one marriage will not work for another.
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When you have a love and a trust that is built on things other than sex - like a mutual
mind set, then marriage can be just the most fabulous thing.

As for infidelity... Personally I can’t be arsed with it. | just think it’s too much
bloody effort.

. @9 JEDes WEHD DN WEBIes @350 BENDSEE
6RO B33z BsEr. @D 32O, 6@DDE Bdes’ G e55H
9@,8555565) ZNRNOO 6OWO NS 6DDD 2 OBR.

: What will you tell your children about marriage and infidelity?

. @@ Bmm) B850 DD Bsm Dz DS ol IS 69w
DBEICE® B3GR 60535 Ren). O 250 #HEE wennies Hm1,

. | think that what I think about marriage or infidelity will not be of any use to them
because they will live in a different age to us. And this age will determine their
opinion.

> | think what I will teach my children that we are not all made for marriages, it is
not for everybody.

: 1 would like to teach my children that you don’t need to sign a piece of paper to
be married. I don’t think that in this society and in future society, marriage is a
construct that we need in order to be a family.

. 98 966 ¢@BB30 BiBI® OB D1eni Biss Dz 86’
3BDEBEEE B (7)) BSewEE 65HEOB BE). OO OBB
D53 D19 B3 BJ6sS 1@ 62i® 33886053 ABIEHND
Bro...... 428, ©32532S....60 61@6EEID....... 5O Bedees D 653
ReBe ZNEE BB DB 612 BICL0EHBZ D535
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: I don’t think I want to teach my children about marriage or infidelity.

[ hope they don’t experience either.

There is a slight pause.

Tracy

: OK. Can we spice things up a little bit? | want to talk about - Sex. .... Sex.
Sexuality. My body. Masturbation. The whole works... So ready to start?

General enthusiasm all round. Everyone looks eager to speak.
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Suddenly...
Kaushy - (getting up in a hurry) Excuse me, Tracy... did you see Haimi anywhere?
Nadie : What? Here? She was backstage ... Haimi? Haimi?
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Interruption

A child is missing

There is instant chaos on stage. The women all get up rush off, looking for Kaushy’s daughter.
Ruwanthie walks to the front of the stage and calls out to the light box.

Ruwa : House lights! Put the house lights on... has anyone seen a little girl...

House lights come on.

Chamila running in from backstage

Chamila . GOBB) 6.

Huge relief all around.

Kaushy : 28667 | ezI6ne Bk ? 62T OFE? 46355 excuse 619 ...
She walks off stage yelling.
Now everyone is standing. Picking up bags, putting on shoes etc...

Izhara : Ru | have to go anyway love — Kids need to be put to sleep.

Manjarie : 053 3. 629:8) D20 MBS @ . 62IFeS D2 $DRIBO.

General confusion and disintegration as the women all leave the stage, bidding each other
goodbye in a hurry.

Short silence.
Nadie and Ruwa are the only two women left. They start cleaning up the stage.
Enter Host 1 and Host 2. They look puzzled and distraught.
Host 2 : Seriously??? | mean SERIOUSLY? We are stopping now?
& Bs55653 6© 205070 6@5)HE353 50550 25D3??
We are stopping now? At this point?? At this point??

They look at the disappearing women.
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Host 1 : I guess that’s how it is...(pats Host 2 on back) ... you'll just have to come for the
show...

I guess they will give us a ticket no?
Enter Ruwa and Nadie.

They walk up to Host 1 and Host 2.

Ruwa : Guys... Thank you! Both of you. @201€0 20€) .
Nadie - 6387 D2 ARBB OMOEB). (pause) EBI® T DWW DOBB
GIGE. ...

Exit Nadie and Ruwa.

Host 2 looks at Host 1 are left alone on an empty stage.
Long pause.

Host 2 is looking at Host 1.

Host 1 : No, no, no...I do not want to sit down and talk to you about sex. No...

Exit Host 1 and Host 2, arguing.

Blackout

THE END
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Production Credits

Cast as Mother was first performed at the Lionel Wendt Theatre, Colombo, in May 2012, with
the following cast and crew:

ENSEMBLE

Malshani Delgahapitiya
Ruwanthie de Chickera
Kaushalya Fernando

Dilrukshi Fonseka

Nayomi Gunasiri
Hasini Haputhanthri
Tracy Holsinger
Izhara Huzair Zubair
Malkanthi Jayasinghe
Nadie Kammallaweera
Manjari Manjarie

Chamila Pieris
Shenali Rajkumar

Lakmini Seneviratne

with
Prasad Pereira

Pasan Ranaweera

DESIGN TEAM

Director : Ruwanthie de Chickera

Song composed by . Kasun Kalhara
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Lights
PRODUCTION TEAM

Stage Manager
Lights

Sounds

Poster Design

Photography

Videography

Production Coordinator

Production Team

Producer

Cast as Mother

: Thushara Hettihamu

: Themal Ellawela

: Thushara Hettihamu
: Dino Corera

: Deshan Tennakoon
: Ruvin de Silva
Deshan Tennakoon
Sanjaya Senanayaka

: Nadya Perera
:Kaushalya Attygalle
Gihan de Chickera
Mayanthi de Silva
Udesh Hettiarachchi
Chathura Hewamallika
Thanuja Jayawardena
Adam Kenny
Sabreena Niles
Imesha Perera

Megal Perera,
Bimsara Premaratne
Pasan Ranaweera

Sandamali Wijeratne
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The Passing Stage manuscript contains the writings of the following artist mothers:

Ruwanthie de Chickera
Kaushalya Fernando
Dilrukshi Fonseka
Nayomi Gunasiri
Tracy Holsinger
Izhara Huzair Zubair
Malkanthi Jayasinghe
Nadie Kammallaweera
Manjari Manjarie
Nadya Perera

Chamila Pieris

Kishani Pilapitiya

Sudeshna Ranmuthugala

Translators:

Ruwanthie de Chickera
Hasini Haputhanthri
Nadie Kammallaweera

Nadya Perera

For more detailed insights on this play, including the back story about how it was made, an analysis of all its
design elements, its production video, soundtrack, publicity campaign, all press reviews and audience
comments, and more, please visit its production page on the Stages Theatre Group website www.stages.lk
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